
Routes to the Election

Sunak loses 
confidence vote

Quick contest sees new leader crowned 
within weeks

Sunak wins 
confidence vote

Sunak faces vote of 
confidence

Tories defy worst expectations

Starmer faces questions after 
Labour underperforms

Sunak opts for late election 
hoping polls narrow 

🗓 2nd May elections
2,500+ local council seats, 

9 metro mayors, 1 by-election, 37 PCCs

Grim Tory losses

Leadership challenge
52 letters to 1922 Chair

No leadership challenge
"Operation Save Rishi" 

heads off rebellion

Sunak resigns

Sunak goes to the 
Palace to head off 
challenge with a 
summer election

Sunak calls election in the 
summer

Election in Autumn or later

Sunak goes for summer 
election anyway

Plotters have made their 
minds up regardless

Convincing win Narrow win Full leadership election over several months 
with hustings and member ballot

New leader opts for snap election

Leadership contest

Sunak opts for Autumn 
election hoping polls 

narrow 

20th June 27th June 4th July 11th July 17TH October 24th October 31st October 14th November7th November13th June 23rd January 2025

October presents tricky questions about whether party 
conferences go ahead, if they count as election expenses 

and how broadcasters manage “due impartiality”. MPs and 
activists would be stuck in halls rather than campaigning.

Earliest
possible 

election date 
after the locals.

July election could come if pressure 
builds on Sunak, or if Tory leadership 

contest descends into chaos.

Last possible 
Thursday.

A later June election could 
come if Sunak goes to the King 

to head off a leadership bid.

November gives time for a conference 
springboard, Autumn Statement, 

economic recovery and Rwanda flights 
to boost Tory chances.

Dates to watch

Summer election


